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SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The Scuth Caroling State Board of Education (State Board) considered this
mdller i March 12, 2008, In accordance with 5.C. Code Ann. § 1-23-3700c!
(2004}, the State Board summarily suspended the educator certificate of Allenna ).
Werd on Marck 14, 2007, kased an allegations of miscanduct thal resulted in Ms,
Wards zrrest and termination ‘rom 1aurens County School QIstrict FIfty-six on
Febriary 28, 2007, The State Department of Education {Department] notified Ms,
Ward of tae summary suspension, as well as her right to a hearing regarding the
possible susacnsiot or orevocation of her educater certificate, by regular anc
cortied mail, reture receipl requested, delivery restricted to addresses. Ms, Warc
recieived Lhe notice as evidenced by a postal receipt bearing her sicnature. Ms.
Ward did not request & hearing within the time frame specified in the notice lotter.
On Agril 10, 2007, attor considering the informaticn presented, the State Board
voted to revoke Ms. Ward's cortificats for & period of three years, The Slale Board
orderad that skould Ms. Ward ever wish 1o reapply for certification, she may nob do
so until after April 9, 2010, To he 2ligible for certification at that time, Ms, Ward
would Ze required to mocl all currenl cerlilicalion requiremenls and submil to a
cha-azmar and fitness review by the State Board. On Febroary 15, 2008, Ms. Ward,
plead guilly as Allenna Wl ilams Ward to three counts of criminal sexual conduct
with a mingr, second degree, in viclation of 5, C. Code Ann. § 18-3-655 (Supp.
20047, Mursuant to & 16-1-60 (20037, criminal sexugl conduct with 3 miner, secend
degroe, 15 classifind a5 & wiclent crirme,  On February 19, 2008, Ms. Ward entered

an Alford plea as Allenng Williams Ward to three counts of lewc act on @ minor, in
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wviolation of 5. C. Code Ann. § 16-15-140 (2003). After considering the evidance
oresented, the Ztate Goard woted to permanertly revoke Ms. Ward's educator
certificate pursuant to § 39-25-280 (?004) as a result of har guilty plea to a violent

crime,

FINDINGS DF FACT

Vg, WWard holds an initial educator certificate and has one year of teaching
grperiznoe, M=, Ward was berminated from her tesching position at Bell Street
Middie Schocl in Laurens County School District Fitty-six on February 28, 2007,
“ollowing ber arrest that same day on five counks of Criminal Sexual Conduck,
Second Degree, and six counts of lewd actk on a minor. Ms. Ward's arrest and her
werminabion woere based on allegations that sho entored into sexual relationships
with @ numbe- of male students, On March 14, 2007, the State Board summarily
suspended the educator certificate of Alenna J. Ward based on allegations of
misconduct that resulted in Ms, Ward's arrest and termination from Laurens County
achool District Fifly-six ar February 28, 2007, On April 10, 2007, after considering
the irformalion presented, the State Board woted bo revolke Ms, Ward's certificate
for a pezriod of three yvears, The State Board ordered that should Ms. Ward ever
wish to rezpply for certification, she may not do so until after April 9, 2010, To be
zligible for certification at that time, Ms, Ward would be reguired to meect all current
certiticat'cn reguirements and submit k0 a charactar and fithess review by the State
Bozrd. On February 19, Z008, Ms. Ward plead guilty as Allenna Willizms Ward to
three counzs of criminal soxual conduct with a miner, secend dearse, in violation of
S. 0. Code Ann. § 16-3-A55 {Supp. 20071, Pursuant to S, 0 Code Ann § 16-1-60
(2003}, criminal sexual corduct with a minor, second degree, is classified as a
vialzel <-ime,  On February 19, 2008, Ms. Ward entered an Alford glea as aAllenna
Williams Ward to thres counls of lewd act on a minor, in viclation of 5.C. Code Ann.
B 15-15%-140 {2003%, Mo, wWard is currently incarcerated at the State Department of

Correlions,
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

“The South Cargling Board of Educalion may, far just cause, either revoke or
suspand the certficate of any person.” 5.C, Code Ann. & 59-25-150 (2004). Just
cause includes anprofessional conduct, crime against the law of this State ar the
Unikzd Stetes, immorality, and evident unfitness for positicn for which emoaloyed.
5.0, Code Ann, § 59-25-160 {2004); 24 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-58 (Supp. 2006).
Pursuant to 5.C, Code Ann. §59-25-280 (A} (Supp. 2007], the State Board
permanently revokes the certificate of Allenna 1, Ward as the result of her gullty
ploa cn Febroary 19, 008 as allenna Wilhams Ward to three counts of criminal
syl concuct with o minor, second degree, in violation of 5.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-
655 [Supp. 20070 Pursuant Lo 5.C Cods Aon. § 16-1-80 [2003), crirninal sexual
condisT wth a mingr, second degree, is classified as a violert crime. On February
19, 2008, Ms, Ward =ntered an Alford plea as allenna Williams Ward to three
counls of lewd act on a m'nor, in violation o 5.C. Code &nn. § 16-15-140 (2003).
The Slale Board finds that there is sufficient information o support the conclusion
thet just cause exists toc permancntly rowvoke the cducator cortificate of Allennna 1.
Ward. Pursuant to 5.C. Code Ann, § 59-25-280 (B) (Supp. 2007), a school district
may not employ an educator Inoany capacity whose South Caroling certificate s
revoked pursuant to 5.0 Code Ann, & 58-25-280(A) (Supp, 2007). The permanent
revacaiion of Ms, Ward's educator certificate 225732 shall be reported to the
NasIT - Clearnghouse and all South Caroling school diskricks within thirty days

South Ce?a State Board of<Education

By

from the date of th's order.

Al Simpson, Chair
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